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250TH ASSEMBLY 

Matthew 25 – The Poor Peoples Campaign 
FELLOWSHIP 

WORSHIP 

PLENARIES 

KEYNOTERS 

ICE CREAM 
SMALL GROUPS 

LEARNING 

GOOD FOOD 

HOSPITALITY 

The Synod Assembly met at Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference Center for its first hybrid 
Synod Meeting. Six commissioners, presbytery leaders and observers connected by zoom and 35 
persons attended in person.  The Assembly’s work was designed around the Poor People’s Campaign 
which was reflected in worship, plenaries, small groups, and fellowship. Intentional time was 
provided for fellowship as well as for individuals who need to retreat unto themselves.   

Featured presenters included the following and their video presentation will be posted on the 
www.synatlantic.org  

• The Reverend Dr. Liz Theoharis is Co-Chair of the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for
Moral Revival with the Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II. She is the Director of the Kairos Center
for Religions, Rights, and Social Justice at Union Theological Seminary. She is an ordained
minister in the Presbyterian Church (USA) and teaches at Union Theological Seminary in New
York City. Dr. Theoharis received her BA in Urban Studies from the University of Pennsylvania;
her M.Div. from Union Theological Seminary in 2004 where she was the first William Sloane
Coffin Scholar; and her PhD from Union in New Testament and Christian Origins.

• The Reverend Dr. Teri McDowell Ott is the editor and publisher of the Presbyterian Outlook,
a Presbyterian minister and past dean of the chapel at Monmouth College, a Presbyterian-
related college in Monmouth, Illinois. She earned her undergraduate degree from Alma
College in Michigan; a Master of Divinity from Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary;
and a doctorate in ministry from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago. Ott nurtured
her passion for writing — with her work being published in the Outlook and Christian Century;
with a book “Necessary Risks: Challenges Privileged People Need to Face” published by
Fortress Press; and creating a blog, “Something to Say: Honest words about religion, Scripture
and life.”

• The Reverend Dr. Floretta Barbee Watkins is a teaching elder and serves as the Lead
Presbyter for Vision and Collaboration in the Presbytery of the James, a new position created
in 2021 through the presbytery’s strategic plan. A native of Atlanta GA, Barbee-Watkins
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received a Master of Divinity with an emphasis in homiletics and Christian education from 
JCSTS and Doctorate in Education in Organization Leadership from Northcentral University. 
Throughout her ministry, she has served the Church with heart and soul in a variety of ways. 

• The Reverend Shavon Starling Louis - With a tally of 203-151 Commissioners to the 
225th General Assembly elected the Rev. Shavon Starling-Louis and the Rev. Ruth Santana-
Grace as Co-Moderators. Together they will serve a two-year term and are the fourth straight 
team of Co-Moderators elected by the PCUSA. Moderator Shavon is a member of Charlotte 
Presbytery where she is the esteem Pastor of Memorial Presbyterian Church. 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:  Sunday evening provided a time of remembrance TE Tom Holden (HR) a 
resident of Sunny Side Retirement Center provided Vesper honoring 9/11.  The songs, litany and 
prayers set the stage for Monday and Tuesday. Moderator Stephen Scott guided the Assembly 
effortlessly from the convening prayer until relinquishing the gavel.  Monday morning provided a 
time for zoom orientation. Designated Committees along with presbytery leaders met to discuss 
business relevant to their needs. The Hybrid Assembly was produced by Donna and Patrick Lanaghan 
staff and members of Shenandoah Presbytery, assisted by Synod Administrator Tami Scott.  
 

ACTION ITEMS: 
 The Assembly received the Monacan Nation leader, Chief Kenneth Branham, who brought 

greetings and shared the journey of the Monacan Peoples. The Assembly was emotionally 
moved by his personal journey and testimony. Moderator Scott presented Chief Branham 
with an eight by twelve framed picture of the six Native American Tribes in Virginia who 
received federal recognition from the United States. 

 The Assembly received with a standing ovation Co-Moderator Shavon Starling-Louis who 
attended remotely.  She brought greetings and provided a brief overview on the State of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). 

 The Assembly participated in the Celebration of Worship through singing, praying, sharing the 
Lord’s Supper, and hearing the preached word.  The TE Floretta Barbee-Watkins evoked a 
prophetic word from Numbers 21:4-9 entitled, “Fix Your Focus.” 

 The Assembly enrolled Correspoinding Members composed of presbytery leaders and 
committee chairs. It acknowledged visitors/observers and gave presenters the privilege of the 
floor. 

 The in- person attendance exceeded the quorum which enabled the Assembly to reinstate 
the Synod Standing Rules and to affirm all actions of previous zoom assemblies. The Standing 
Rules now include provisions for electronic meetings. 

 The Synod Executive/Stated Clerk report was received as information and included the 
following: 

a. Acknowledgement of denominational service as chair of the PMAB Board, member of 
Board of Pensions and Presbyterian Foundation 

b. $5,000 Disaster Relief Grant was made to Abingdon Presbytery to assist with recovery 
efforts from July flash flooding. 

c. Synod continues to work with attorneys on 8-lawsuits in which synod is named as one 
of the defendants. 

d. Urging presbyteries to make use of Synod Matthew 25 Grants of $6,900 and 
acknowledging that the 1000th Matthew 25 church was Highland PC, Salem Presby. 
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e. Baltimore and Abingdon Presbyteries are non-compliant in the failure to provide the 
synod with two commissioners. 

f. Presbyteries leadership is in place. We celebrate the retirement of Fred Holbrook and 
the arrival of Floretta Barbee-Watkins in James Presbytery 

g. The Synod Exec/SC will take a 3-month sabbatical September 15-December 15, 2022 
h. Synod Minute Review from 2020 and 2021 was approved by General Assembly 

without any exceptions. 
i. The Synod in 2023 will focus on visioning its future. More to come! 

 The Assembly approved the Omnibus Motion which included: 
▪ The 249th Synod Stated Meeting Minutes 
▪ Kate B. Reynolds Fund Report - Approved authorization on June 10, 2022, to distribute 

$665,765.06. This figure represents one-half of four percent of a three-year rolling 
average of the Kate Bitting Reynolds Fund market value, minus administrative fees of 
the Synod and Presbyteries. The distribution should be made in equal shares of 
$1,463.22 to the certified ministers and that Wells Fargo Bank further be instructed 
to distribute to the ministers the odd cents guaranteeing that the entire $665,765.06 
is disbursed.   

▪ Jubilee Committee Fund Report- Approved that the Synod remove the $2,500 
maximum amount award of the Jubilee Fund Grant 

▪ The Committee on Representation Report 
 

GRANTS COMMITTEE APPROVAL: 
✓ Small Church Grants:  Matthew Murkland PC (CHA) was approved $5,000 to replace the 

church sanctuary’s A/C unit; Hillsville PC (ABI) was approved $5,000 to assistance to in 

purchasing Food for the Church Food Pantry; Bethany PC (CHA) was approved $4,000 to 

assistance funding its After School Program; and Grant PC (BAL) was approved $5,000 to 

replace the fellowship hall A/C unit.  

✓ Peacemaking Grants: “Men in the Mirror” (WNC), a training program for Police Chaplains was 

approved $5,000.00 and “Every Table Ministry” (JAM), a leadership and training program to 

train Chaplains was approved $20,000.00.  

✓ Visionary Grant: Faith PC (NHO) was approved $5,000 to implement a Hybrid Evangelism 

Ministry Model. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE APPROVAL: 
▪ The 2021 Financial Review received as information.   
▪ The 2023 COLA for synod staff was set at 3.5 percent  
▪ The 2023 Mission and Operating Budget was approved.   
▪ Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Per capita for 2023 remains at $1.15.  
▪ The optional standard mileage reimbursement rate is.625 percent for July – December 2022 

 
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE APPROVAL: 

❖ TE Stephen Scott was hired as “Part-Time Interim Synod Executive/Stated Clerk” for the 
period September 15 – December 15, 2022, with a remuneration during the Synod Executive’s 
sabbatical.   
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❖ Supported the COLA for Synod staff for 2023, in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Finance Committee.  

❖ The new Sexual Misconduct Policy (attached), replacing the policy from 1994.  
❖ Revisions to the Synod’s Personnel Policies. 
❖ Revision to the Procedural Guide was approved 
❖ The Synod Presbytery Review for 2021 Minutes was approved 
❖ Instruct the Synod Clerk to notify those presbyteries with exceptions to request their 

adherence by the next review.  
❖ Synod Assembly dates for 2023 are: March 10-11, 2023, and September 10-12, 2023, and the 

Clerk will communicate to presbyteries these dates. 
 

EMERGING IDEAS COMMITTEE: 

• $6,500 was awarded to the Next Generation of African American Leadership Initiative 
during their meeting August 31, 2022 

• $8,000 was awarded to The Wild Church Network during its meeting September 12, 2022 
 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE APPROVAL: 
➢ TE Addie Peterson (EVA) was elected Synod Moderator and TE Eunil David Cho (AKAP) was 

elected Synod Vice Moderator.  
➢ TE Rachel Hebert (EVA) was elected to the class of 2025 on the Committee on 

Representation.  
➢ TE Jose Lopez (BAL) was elected to the class of 2025 on the Jubilee Fund Committee.  
➢ RE John Barker (ABI) class of 2023 and TE Leigh Gillis (EVA) class of 2023 were elected to the 

Nominating Committee.  
➢ TE Elnoria Harris (EVA) class of 2027 was elected to the Permanent Judicial Commission.  
➢ Abingdon, National Capital, Peaks and Western North Carolina continue to have vacancies 

to be filled on synod committees. 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE APPROVAL: 
o Doug Sensabaugh as co-chair of the Synod Nominating Committee. 
o The 249th Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Minutes. 
o Approved the allocation of $30,000 to Emerging Ideas for envisioning. 
o Requiring that masks be worn by all attending the 250th Synod Assembly face-to-face.  
o Allowing the Synod Assembly Planning Team to plan the 250th Synod Assembly. 
o Recommend that 2023 per capita remain at $1.15 for presbyteries. 
o Increasing the mileage reimbursement rate from .585 to .625 for July-Dec 2022. 
o Request from Synod Presbyterian Women to celebrate Communion during their annual 

Zoom gathering (July 2022). 
 

CLOSING WORSHIP: 
Moderator Scott presided during the closing devotion and Installation Services. He was assisted by 
TE Tracy Keenan (NEW) and RE Amanda Pines (EVA) and installed TE Addie Peterson (EVA) and Eunil 
David Cho (AKAP) Moderator and Vice Moderator respectively. Presentations were made to 
commissioners completing their time of service.  Moderator Addie Peterson gaveled the meeting 
adjourned at 12:20 p.m.  Meetings for 2023 will be held March 10/11 (Friday/Saturday); September 
10,11,12 (Sun-Tues). Commissioners who attended the Assembly via zoom, your Synod Swag will be 
in the mail shortly. 
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